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CENTENARY OF CARDWELL 
The Story of a Frontier Outpost 
[By Mrs. M. K. (Dorothy) JONES] 
(Read at a meeting of the Society on 27 February 1964 by 
Mr. J. C. H. Gill, B.A., LL.B.) 
(Introducing the paper, Mr. GiU said: "The paper I am 
reading to you tonight has been provided by the CardweU 
Shire CouncU, a member of the Society. The credit for 
authorship goes entirely to Mrs. M. K. (Dorothy) Jones, who 
some two years ago published the "Cardwell Shire Story" 
under the auspices of the Shire Council. I have been for-
tunate enough to secure a copy of this work which is 
eminently readable and also well regarded by the professional 
historians. 
In passing, I think I should refer to the enterprise of Local 
Government in North Queensland in having the history of 
that area recorded. In addition to the "Cardwell Shire Story" 
we have the recently published "One Thousand Miles Away" 
by Dr. G. C. Bolton which was brought into being by the 
efforts of the North Queensland Local Government Associa-
tion. Southern and Central Queensland Local Authorities 
have also a record of achievement in this line. 
However, I have digressed enough and wiU now proceed 
with the reading of Mrs. Jones' paper.) 
The smaU coastal town of CardweU, roughly haff-way 
between TownsviUe and Cairns, commemorated its Centenary 
in January 1964. 
CardweU is Queensland's oldest town to the north of 
Bowen and for many years was the eastern seaboard's most 
northerly port. 
It is almost inevitable that the first record of the area 
should be found in the journals of Captain Cook. Early 
Friday morning of 8 June 1770, Cook on the litfle barque 
"Endeavour," flying the white ensign, rounded Cape Sand-
wichi of Hinchinbrook Island to see how the shore trended 
west then north to form a wide open bay, which he caUed 
1. Named after John Montagu, Fourth Earl of Sandwich, 1718-92. Later King 
adopted the family nomenclature used by Cook for the name Hinchmbrook. 
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Rockingham Bay.^  This bay he described as a fine, weU-
sheltered anchorage. "At least," he wrote, "so it appeared to 
me, for, having met with so little encouragement by going 
ashore, I would not want to land or examine U further." 
As far as records can be traced it seems that at least forty-
five years dlapsed before anyone did want to land. In 1815 
Lieutenant Jeffreys of the brig "Kangaroo," forced inside by 
bad weather, sought wood and water at Goold Island, just 
off CardweU, and found the natives quite friendly. Goold 
Island was to become a well-estabUshed anchorage for ships 
replenishing wood and water and the Goold Island natives 
earned for themselves a reputation for friendliness, at least 
until they indulged in a few decidedly unfriendly overtures to 
the officers and men of the "Fly." 
When the British Admiralty, after the defeat of Napoleon 
at Waterloo in 1815, were free to consider long-neglected 
peace-tune commitments, attention was given to remedying 
the lack of marine survey knowledge of the maccurately 
charted waters of the northern and north-eastern Australian 
coastUne. Rockingham Bay was weU covered by the sub-
sequent surveys of Captain PhUip Parker King, R.N., of the 
"Mermaid" in 1819, Captain F P. Blackwood of the "Fly" 
in 1843, and Captain Owen Stanley of the "Rattlesnake" in 
1848. 
UntU the 'forties the only exploration of the far north had 
been done by these maritime surveyors and although they 
penetrated some mUes up streams, what lay beyond the 
coastal fringe was stUl to be discovered. 
LEICHHARDT CROSSED HINTERLAND 
In 1844-5, Leichhardt's journey overland to Port Essing-
ton took him across the immediate hinterland of CardweU and 
thereby began the series of events which led to the estabUsh-
ment of the town. Even Leichhardt's journey left most of the 
north-east of Australia still to be traversed at a time when 
talk of possibUities of a land route for a closer approach to 
the eastern markets was very prominent. Sir Thomas Mitchell 
had failed to reach the Gulf of Carpentaria on his expedition 
so Governor Fitzroy wrote that "considering the obvious 
importance both to the Crown and the Colony of ascertain-
ing the nature of the portion of New Holland, intervening 
between the northernmost point of the Belyando attained by 
Sir Thomas Mitchell in 1846 and the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
and also the country forming the promontory terminating in 
2. Named after Charles Watson Wentworth, Second Marquis of Rockingham 
(1730-82.) 
343 
the northern extremity of Cape York" he proposed to set on 
foot a fresh expedition with this object in view. 
The consequent expedition, under the leadership of 
Edmund Kennedy was (iisembarked on the shore of Rocking-
ham Bay from the barque Tam O'Shanter in 1848. Owen 
Stanley on the "Rattlesnake" accompanied the Tam 
O'Shanter on convoy duty. Kennedy's long, tedious, energy-
sapping battle with the sand and swamps fringing the bay 
before he was able to turn inland almost at Cardwell, some 
sixteen miles south of his point of disembarkation, is well-
known. CertaiiUy he would not have endorsed the area as a 
settlement site had he survived. The tragic circumstances of 
this expedition left the Government no more advanced in 
knowledge of the far north. No immediate plans were made 
to undertake a further expedition and the pattern of Card-
weU's history changed, in the main, from official exploration 
to a story of private enterprise. 
COMING OF THE SQUATTERS 
For years the squatters had been working their way out 
further and further from Sydney so that by 1840 all the good 
land in-New South Wales had been selected. Like questing 
fingers in an ever-forward movement they probed into new 
land, explored, settled and the overtaking herds leap-frogged 
on. Up through the Downs Country, down the ranges to 
Brisbane's hinterland — Rosewood, Grantham, Helidon — 
then stopped by the rumoured bad blacks, fever and droughts 
of the Western plains, north they crept following Burnett's 
journey in 1847 past Wide Bay and into the Burnett, along 
Leichhardt's route to the Fitzroy, so that by 1859 the boun-
dary of the settled areas was pushed out to the Warrego and 
Rockhampton. 
Land was at a premium, and with most accessible desirable 
areas occupied, men looked stiU further north to the lands 
favourably reported on by Mitchell, Rev. W. B. Clarke, 
Leichharclt and A. C. Gregory. 
In February of 1859 a company or syndicate was formed 
in Sydney for the purpose of estabUshing pastoral holdings 
on this recently discovered land. The prospectus was 
ambitious and if the scheme were successful it appeared a 
very profitable investment. The area of the new setflement 
was comprised within the 22nd paraUel of south latitude, the 
137th of east longitude, and ; bounded on the west, north 
and east by the ocean. The initial part of the scheme was a 
detaUed exploration of the land lauded by Leichhardt and 
Gregory so that a report of soil, rivers, climate, etc., could be 
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compiled and used to encourage further investors as weU as 
inform the existing ones. 
After crossing the Burdekin in 1844, Leichhardt's course 
had been generally north-north-west. On 4 May Leichhardt 
had written: 
"We ascended the basaltic ridges, and reaching the 
Tableland found it perfectly level, open timbered, weU 
grassed but occasionally stoney. . About five miles 
north-west by west from our camp we discovered an exten-
sive vaUey with large lagoons and lakes, and a most 
luxuriant vegetation, bounded by blue distant ranges, and 
forming the most picturesque landscape we had yet to meet 
wUh. A chain of lagoons connected by a reedy brook fol-
lowed the outline of the tableland along the foot of its 
steep slopes. We descended by a tolerably genfle slope into 
the VaUey, and encamped near the reedy brook. . Water, 
grasses, hiUs, mountains, plains, forestland; aU the 
elements of a fine pasturing country were here united." 
This area was to be known as the Valley of Lagoons. 
PLAN OF EXPLORATION 
The plan of exploration for the explorer pastoralists of the 
Syndicate was that the party should proceed from Rock-
hampton to Leichhardt's camp on the bed of the Burdekin at 
Mount McConnel. From there the Burdekin was to be 
traversed to its mouth, including the taking of soundings, the 
finding of navigation channels and so on with a view to the 
establishment of a port at the mouth. The lower Suttor, 
lower Cape and Burdekin Valley as far as Leichhardt's 
Valley of Lagoons were to be examined and the most favour-
able site for the first pastoral holdings avaUable to water 
carriage to be determined. 
The full report and chart to be furnished to subscribers 
would place them in a position, individually or collectively, 
to tender for land or occupy it by sending their stock over-
land and their stores by water. 
The estimated cost was £1,000 to be subscribed at £50 per 
investor. 
George Elphinstone Dalrymple was chosen to lead the 
expedition. The party left Princhester, north of Rockhamp-
ton, the then limits of civUisation, 16 August 1859. In the 
party were Dalrymple, Ernest Henry, Henry Stone (Sur-
veyor), P F Selheim, Haughton, Hood and two blackboys. 
Dalrymple was no less enthusiastic than Leichhardt had been 
with the beautiful Valley of Lagoons and decided to apply 
for this area for himself. 
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Affairs had been moving swiftly to open up the Kennedy 
District, as it was to be called, for selection. However, all 
was not to be plain sailing. The Government of New South 
Wales did throw it open for selection in 1859 but when 
Dalrymple's party returned to settled districts they found that 
Queensland had been proclaimed a separate Colony on 10 
December 1859. The claims for land put into the New South 
Wales Parliament therefore were held in abeyance awaiting 
the pleasure of the Government of the new Colony. The 
Kennedy district by proclamation was withdrawn from occu-
pation and the tenders previously received, returned. 
DALRYMPLE'S PETITION 
Dalrymple petitioned the new ParUament on 11 July 1860 
that 
"he at great personal risk and outlay in the year 1859, 
discovered the mouth of the Burdekin, a suitable port for 
the new district of Kennedy, and a practical route thereto 
from both the Upper and Lower Burdekin VaUeys. That 
he looked for a return for the expense and hardships 
incurred, in the acquirement by tender of certain blocks of 
country first discovered by him." 
Eventually he was able to take up in partnership with 
Walter Jervoise Scott, Arthur Jervoise Scott, and Robert 
George Wyndham Herbert, the Valley of Lagoons. 
Dalrymple's recommendation for a maritime survey of 
Upstart Bay was acted upon and in September 1860 he sailed 
on the Colonial vessel "Spitfire" under Lieutenant J. W^ 
Smith, R.N., to search for a seaport for the Burdekin Valley 
lands. No suitable port was found and an examination of the 
lower course of the river gave the death blow to hopes of the 
Burdekin being navigable. Port Denison, discovered in 1859, 
was 300 miles away so the search for a port had to be con-
tinued. Dalrymple looked then to Rockingham Bay to supply 
the need. 
In 1861 a setflement had been established by Dalrymple 
under the direction of Governor Bowen at Port Denison, but 
the need for a more northerly port was stiU urged by Dal-
rymple and others. The estabUshment of a French Colony 
and Naval Station at New Caledonia added strength to the 
appeal for at least a coaling station on Cape York. The 
need was more urgent as steamers were replacing saiUng 
ships. 
ROCKINGHAM BAY EXAMINED 
In 1862, H.M.S. "Pioneer," commanded by Commodore 
George Burnett, was commissioned to find a site for such a 
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station at Cape York. Other possibiUties were to be investi-
gated on the same voyage. With Governor Bowen himself on 
board, the "Pioneer" cleared Moreton Bay on 27 August 
1862. The site for a coaling station, to be caUed Somerset, at 
the northern extremity of Cape York Peninsula was selected 
and, on the return journey, Rockingham Bay was examined 
more thoroughly with a view to selecting the most suitable 
position for a port for the landholders of the Valley of 
Lagoons and adjacent properties. Bowen and Burnett were 
both impressed; the former saw the ranges as being much 
like the Apennines in Calabria and the hiUs of Euboea and 
of the Peloponnesus, while the islands reminded him greatly 
of the isles of the Aegean and Ionian sea.^  
At Governor Bowen's request G. H. Richards of H.M. 
Surveying Ship "Hecate" in 1863 surveyed the proposed new 
port at Rockingham Bay with the object of selecting the best 
site for a port and township. 
VALLEY OF LAGOONS STOCKED 
By 1863, Henry Stone, as manager for Dalrymple and the 
Scott brothers, had stocked the VaUey of Lagoons with 
25,000 head of sheep and cattie. The most urgent need to 
ensure the success of this enterprise was shorter access to a 
port than the 300 miles to Port Denison. Although Dalrymple 
did not lack for Government support, that he eventually 
found his highway to the coast was due to his own efforts. 
Rockingham Bay, at a distance of some 70 mUes from the 
VaUey of Lagoons, was decided upon as the end of this road 
and accordingly, in 1863, Dalrymple and WaUer Scott 
formed a party to discover a route thereto, from the Valley 
of Lagoons. 
In a despatch, Bowen had said"*: "Examined the coast on 
return from Cape York in H.M.S. Pioneer, Commodore 
Burnett, R.N. A ship wiU be sent to Rockingham Bay 
probably in 1864 to meet a land party." However, Dalrymple 
and the Scotts appear to have been acting on their own 
initiative. 
The expedition was to travel overland from Port Denison 
to Rockingham Bay via the Valley of Lagoons. At the VaUey 
of Lagoons the party divided. They did not succeed in reach-
ing the coast. After penetrating as far as the Herbert Valley 
and crossing over the watershed of Rockingham Bay, swamps 
and jungle prevented access to the coast itself. Disappointed, 
they were forced to return. The next attempt unclertaken 
3. Thirty years of Colonial Government. 
4. Despatch to Duke of Newcastle, then Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
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"began at the coast end and was successful. Dalrymple gave 
this explanation later to Governor Bowen: 
"Being myself perfectly satisfied of the possibiUty of 
finding a road, and being also of opinion that my labour 
would be much curtailed by the establishment of a safe 
basis of operations on the sea-board, and by a general view 
of the whole face of the coast ranges from the entrance to 
Rockingham Bay—so as to enable me to detect a spot 
where a pass might with the greatest ease be obtained on 
the tableland—^we decided to proceed by sea, with a full 
equipment for the purpose; to form a settlement on these 
waters, and to endeavour to force a passage thence to the 
interior."^ 
DALRYMPLE'S EXPEDITION 
One large factor in the settlement of the Kennedy District 
was always Dalrymple's enthusiasm. By his vigour and con-
stant campaigning, others shelved qualms and were prepared 
to join him. This was most evident in the venture which led 
to the estabUshment of CardweU. Dalrymple had sufficient 
men prepared to accompany him on the first colonising party 
and very many more to wait at Bowen, prepared to set sail 
for Rockingham Bay as soon as word was sent to them. 
The group who set out to pioneer Cardwell were twenty 
aU told. Among them were Arthur Jervoise Scott, WUUam 
Alcock Tully (Commissioner for Crown Lands), Lieutenant 
Marlow (of the Queensland Native Police) with three black 
troopers, P. Selheim (an Austrian baron turned squatter), 
George M. Farquharson (of Invercauld, Aberdeenshire, Scot-
land), John Dallachy (a botanist sent to accompany the party 
hy Dr. MueUer of the Melbourne Botanical Gardens), James 
Morrill (survivor of the "Peruvian" who had Uved seventeen 
years with the blacks near TownsviUe) as interpreter, J. 
Morrissey (hotelkeeper), T. F. Milne (storekeeper), Wil-
helm Peters (carpenter), MuUer (market gardener), Walter 
Butler, C. Kerr, R. Ewart, bushmen. 
Three of the expedition, Dalrymple, Scott and MorriU, left 
accounts of the events.^ Dalrymple's account is foUowed here 
wUh extra details added from other records. 
Dalrymple and his partners had chartered the small Bowen 
schooner "Policeman" (WaUer PoweU, master and owner) 
to convey their party, livestock and stores to Rockingham 
Dalrymple's report to Governor Bowen published Queensland Daily Guardian, 
Saturday, 6 August 1864. 
(a) Dalrymple's report to Governor Bowen, Daily Guardian 6/8/64. 
(b) Diary of James Morrill, Port Denison Times, 2 March and 2 April 1864. 
(c) A. J. Scott's letter, Brisbane Guardian, 1 April 1864. 
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Bay. The "Policeman," with a small cutter of three tons, the 
"Heather Bell," in tow, cleared Port Denison for the north oa 
15 January 1864. The vessels were overcrowded with, 
besides the equipment and twenty men, ten horses, twelve: 
sheep, two goats, fowls and dogs. The men were obliged to-
live on deck and experienced a very uncomfortable voyage, 
alternately burnt by a blistering sun or drenched in sudden 
squalls. 
The "Policeman" beat up the eastern side of Hinchinbrook 
before a fresh south-easter, passed Cape Sandwich and 
entered Rockingham Bay with Brook's Island to starboard 
and Goold to port, to anchor in four fathoms of mud about 
a mile inside Hecate Point. Guns and rockets were fired to-
celebrate their safe arrival. Immediately six natives came off 
to the ship in three bark canoes, but receiving no encourage-
ment to come on board they veered off and crossed to-
Hinchinbrook Island. 
Next morning (20 January) a light party landed on the 
mainland opposite the anchorage at the place recommended 
by Captain Richards as a suitable town site. However, as the 
water was shallow for a considerable distance off-shore and 
the scrub rather thick, Dalrymple thought it wise to examine 
the whole shoreline of the port before committing himself to 
disembarking the gear at this spot. According to MorriU, 
MuUer, a tall muscular German, found that he had left his 
boots on the beach and had to return with three others in the 
ship's boat to retrieve them. Having recovered his bluchers 
he got into difficulties in the mud and a group of blacks. 
Part of the Hinchinbrook Channel with Hinchinbrook Island in the background. 
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Ending the floundering target irresistible, began throwing 
spears at him. Despite the mud, MuUer made remarkable 
time back to the boat and the crew needed no urging to put 
their backs into the oars until there was a comfortable 
•distance between them and the spears. 
HINCHINBROOK CHANNEL EXPLORED 
The "Policeman" and "Heather Bell" explored Hinchin-
hrook Channel and the coastline taking soundings as they 
went. Dalrymple was very disappointed not to find a single 
spot in the finest part of the harbour which was unsurrounded 
by mangroves or swamp, untU Richard's site. Therefore he 
decided to fix his camp at the north-west end of the two-mUe 
beach. As they came up the harbour a number of natives 
could be seen on this sandy beach and so Dalrymple went 
with a few others in the ship's boat to speak with them. Some 
came boldly out into the water to meet the boat while others, 
it was noticed, lay in wait in the bushes. 
Through MorrUl as interpreter, Dalrymple questioned the 
natives closely and insistently about the lie of the land, but 
the blacks were not disposed to be helpful. He asked if there 
were not a large river beyond the range and wanted to know 
where it entered the sea. This was in reference to the Herbert 
"which he had seen the previous year. The natives most 
positively denied over and over again that any such river 
-existed. Dalrymple was no more successful in trying to per-
suade them to tell him the easiest way over the range, saying 
that he wanted to go over to the great river Maal Maal or the 
Burdekin. He was answered with much animation that there 
was no way through the ranges and that they themselves were 
obUged to cross far to the north. 
They offered to act as escorts to their crossing, a wily 
arrangement Dalrymple says that he did not exactly appre-
ciate, especiaUy as behind them to the south only a few mUes 
distant he saw a splendid gap. Later a weU-used blacks' pad 
led him directly to this gap. To protect his smaU party, 
Dalrymple issued an ultimatum to the effect that the white 
men intended no war but must be left severely alone in the 
territory they occupied. 
The party landed on Friday, 22 January, and a pole was put 
up, the Union Jack hoisted with aU formaUties and the settie-
ment was begun. The black poUce scoured the brush, the 
"Policeman" was run in on high tide and horses, sheep and 
tents easily landed. At sundown, two swivel guns were fired 
and blue lights sent up to intimidate the blacks. 
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NEW CAMP CHOSEN 
The next day the "Anna Maides" arrived from Boweit 
with four slab cutters for the settlement. Scott, Tully, Dal-
lachy and Morrill went off exploring the ranges. This camp 
did not prove entirely satisfactory and after another careful 
examination of the locality by land and sea, Dalrymple 
decided to remove to the eastern end of the beach. In this 
decision he was influenced by several factors; the ground was 
sounder and so presumably healthier, good fresh water was 
readily available by merely sinking a cask in the sand and 
letting it fill by seepage, and the site would be more con-
veniently placed with regard to the proposed road to the 
interior and was nearer the best anchorage. On 26 January 
the tents were struck and everyone moved to the new camp. 
An iron store and huts were erected, cargo landed and Dal-
rymple soon "had the satisfaction of seeing forest trees falling 
in all directions, slabs being Split, clearings made, and this 
silent wilderness of the north awakening suddenly to life and 
civilisation." WiUiam Alcock Tully surveyed and marked off 
the first street. 
Once there was some stability in the building of the settle-
ment, Dalrymple was anxious to leave the supervision and 
proceed with the main task of finding a route to the Valley of 
Lagoons. After several abortive sorties up vaUeys leading 
into the ranges, Dakymple, with Arthur Jervoise Scott, 
decided to inspect the gap to the south. This gap, now called 
Dalrymple's Gap, gave access to the Valley of the Herbert 
from the Rockingham Bay basin and so Dalrymple knew that 
his problems were solved. All that remained to be done was 
to blaze a dray track to the Valley of Lagoons. 
TRACK TO VALLEY OF LAGOONS 
The weather was bad with the wet season weU estabUshed.. 
Some became ill and one was to soon die of fever. On 15 
February, Dalrymple, accompanied by G. M. Farquharson,. 
R. Ewart and two black boys, Trooper Norman and Cockey, 
left the setflement to blaze the track to the Valley holding. 
They crossed into the VaUey of the Herbert, then named by 
Dalrymple, and made a dangerous crossing of the flooded 
river. Three separate attempts along a twenty-mile front 
were made to find a crossing over the main coast range with-
out success. Finally it was achieved by cutting through a 
great deal of vine scrub and climbing up a spur from the 
Vale of Herbert at a point about twenty miles in a west-north-
west direction from the gap in the Rockingham Bay range. 




Bank of New South Wales, Cardwell, 1871 
The settlers remaining at Rockingham Bay suffered some 
alarms from the blacks. Trooper Archy, delirious with fever, 
ran off into the ranges and could not be tracked; Kerr 
became ill from fever and died. Building commenced and 
Mr. Morrissey's hotel was the first put up. 
Dalrymple's party, after resting at the Valley of Lagoons, 
set out once more for Rockingham Bay on 8 March with their 
group increased by volunteers and conscripts from the pro-
perty—aU told twelve white men and four black boys. With 
them went three bullock drays, sixty-one working bullocks, 
sixty-three fat cattle and eighteen horses. An excellent roaci 
was blazed by a more direct route than the one taken on the 
outward journey. 
The flooded Herbert haUed their progress and the Dal-
rymple Gap crossing almost stopped them. The sides of the 
mountain were steep, gullies needed fiUing, and generally a 
road constructed. On iron rations for a month and so close 
to the setflement Dalrymple rode ahead for supplies and 
assistance. The two parties had been without news of each 
other for two months. 
Just how "official" was this commercial and colonising 
expedition is hard to determine. A Ueutenant and three 
troopers of the Native Police and a Crown Lands Commis-
sioner accompanied the expedition. However, it is possible 
Dalrymple, knowing his good standing in the south, involved 
jthese people on his own initiative. Herbert on 9 January 
1864 wrote to Walter Scott: 
"By this time I feel more sorry for poor Dalrymple than 
anything else: he has been indiscreet, but by aU accounts 
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he is expected to see the inside of the gaol, which is a 
hard thing and I shaU be glad to hear that he escapes that 
fate." 
The financing of the enterprise clearly seems to have been 
at the expense of the holders of the Valley of Lagoons. In 
Parliament in August 1864 it was asked by George Sande-
man, M.L.A., that as a port and road to Rockingham Bay 
had been opened and formed at the entire risk and expense 
of individuals, was the Government prepared to contribute 
a portion of the expenses already incurred. 
SETTLEMENT FORMED 
On 6 September 1865 it was resolved in the Queensland 
Legislative Assembly "that there be granted to Her Majesty 
for the service of the year 1865 . . .for the formation of a 
settlement, Rockingham Bay, £2,292." In October 1865 
Herbert wrote to Walter Scott to inform him that the 
Legislative Assembly had voted £2,292 to the firm of Scott 
Brothers as compensation for the expense involved in open-
ing Cardwell. 
The Port of Hinchinbrook was proclaimed in the Govern-
ment Gazette of 21 May 1864 and declared a port of entry 
and clearance. The Town Reserve of Cardwell was pro-
claiined and the Town of Cardwell gazetted a place for hold-
ing Courts of Petty Sessions 8 July 1864. 
Governor Bowen had proposed the name of the town to 
honour the Right Honourable Edward CardweU, M.P. (later 
Viscount), who became Secretary of State for the Colonies 
in 1865. Cardwell wrote to Bowen: 
The original pitsawn Thom home, Cardwell (c. 1873) with James Thorn, first 
Chairman of the Cardwell Divisional Board, and his daughters. 
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Bank of New South Wales, Cardwell, 1887. 
"I am very proud to have nomen Hespera in magna and 
am much obliged to you for conferring on me a similar 
honour to that conferred in Vergil on Caieta, the nurse of 
Aeneas. But I feel that your great and vigorous colony 
stands in no need of nursing." 
Dalrymple expected great things of the settlement he had 
been instrumental in establishing, but his hopes were not ful-
fiUed. Some were short-sighted predictions. To him the Port 
of Hinchinbrook was second only to Sydney Harbour. In 
scenery and shelter it would find few rivals, but the off-shore 
shaUows limited its use very much. These drawbacks could 
have possibly been overcome as in the case of TownsviUe, 
had Cardwell not had the great impediment of steep jungle-
clad ranges separating it from any hinterland. These ranges 
continually denied access to the interior. Pack traUs, which 
were steep and of limited use, were found at great hazard, 
but the inland squatter soon showed his preference for the 
easier but longer route to TownsviUe which was estabUshed 
later in 1864. Cardwell prospered in the days of the great 
northern goldfields as a landfall for diggers and a port for the 
export of gold. However, before many years the gold escorts 
too were re-routed to TownsviUe and, with the beginning of 
Cairns and Cooktown, diggers found their landfaU elsewhere. 
CARDWELL'S FORTUNES FLUCTUATE 
CardweU was on a see-saw and never got off it. It 
prospered for a time, stagnated, revived for a little, then again 
sank into the doldrums. Other towns sprang up nearby, estab-
Ushed with Cardwell as a base, Ingham, InnisfaU, Cairns, 
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Cooktown. They flourished and CardweU found in their 
prosperity no modicum of benefit for herself. Even a meat-
works established in the last few years of the century failed 
because of the unfortunate coincidence of its inception and 
the ravages of the tick plague of the late nineties. 
The aborigines of the Cardwell area, always a force to be 
reckoned with, became in the 'seventies such a menace to 
settlers and disabled shipping that there was little encourage-
ment for settlement in more fertile parts of the Shire. This 
was the era of the massacre of the men of the brig "Maria" 
and a score of others, of the murder of two fishermen on 
Goold Island, of the murder of the Conns at Conn Creek, just 
south of CardweU, of repeated attacks on isolated home-
steads. 
It is not so long since it could have been said of Cardwell 
that an early inhabitant would stiU recognise it. Today Card-
well seems to be off the see-saw and is progressing rapidly. 
Land is at a premium for retirement, tourists find it one of 
the most attractive areas on the North Queensland coast, 
and it seems fitting that Cardwell should now find prosperity 
in the remarkable beauty of its close inshore islands, tortuous 
Hinchinbrook Channel, and the steep, jungle-clad ranges 
overshadowing the town when these very features prevented 
prosperity in the direction as first conceived. 
If CardweU's history is not the record of continuing 
prosperity of the other towns it helped estabUsh, it is at least 
a story of a frontier outpost fuU of colour and excitement 
and, at best, a record of the tenacity and faith of its pioneers. 
